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Chapter 10: A Deadly Meeting
Essential Question: How might differences in worldview contribute to the dominance of one culture over another?
The Big Idea:  The Aztecs fought hard to protect their civilization, but the Spanish had three advantages the Aztecs could not overcome.
	Cortés, the Conquistador
How does a leader’s worldview affect his/her choices and decisions?

	Conquistador
	

	Indigenous Peoples
	

	Cause
	

	Effect
	

	Cortés, the Conquistador

The man who was leading Spanish troops toward Moctezuma and the Aztecs was ___________________________. He grew up in Spain during a period of great change. The _____________________________ and the _____________________ had produced political and religious unity in Spain. Cortes believed these changed made Spain a better place to live.

	A Not-So-Secret Formula
Cortés believed that the ________________ would be a good place to make his fortune. When he arrived on the island of Hispaniola (the present-day Dominican Republic/Haiti) in _________________, the governor immediately gave him a large farm. Cortes replied, “But I came to get gold, not to farm like a peasant.” Cortés decided to join an expedition to conquer __________________.
The Conquistador Formula



	The Richest Men Who Ever Crossed the Seas
Cortes remained in Cuba, second in command to Governor Velazquez. After eight years he grew restless again. Expeditions brought back reports of a civilization in this new land that was 
than any group of people the Spanish had yet to encounter. 

	Cortés Arrives in Mexico
Before striking inland to the Aztec empire, Cortes ______________________________________, La Villa Rica de la Veracruz, on the coast of Mexico, and _______________________________________________________. This meant that he was now responsible to King Carlos I rather than Velasquez (who had tried to stop his expedition). 
This made it impossible for any soldiers who were loyal to Velazquez to defect from his expedition and return to Cuba.

	Use Worldviews, pages 214 - 222 to help you with the questions.
Cause
Effect
Major Results
Moctezuma had heard reports of mysterious strangers in nearby territories.
Hernan Cortes had heard about the gold that Columbus brought back from the Caribbean islands.
While in Cuba Cortes learned that there was a civilization that was stronger, more advances, and wealthier than any group the Spanish had yet encountered.
Velazquez was worried that Cortes would get all the glory for his discoveries and not recognize his authority over all the new lands Cortes might conquer.
Cortes established a town, La Villa Rica de la Veracruz on the coast of Mexico, and declared an independent government.


	An Unequal Fight
In what ways did technology and disease contribute to the Spanish dominance over the Aztecs?

	An Unequal Fight
Use page 223 to complete the chart and provide a brief explanation of the weapons.

Aztec Weapon

Spanish Weapon
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* Awar club could cut like a
knife, but shattered
against very hard surfaces
like Spanish armour.

* It was designed for swing-
ing or chopping, but was
S0 heavy that a soldier
had to use both hands to
swing it

Sword

« These steel swords were double-
edged, needle pointed, and sharp.
asa razor,
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FIGURE 10-10 Aztec war club
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FIGURE 10-11 European swords

* With this metre-long weapon in his.
hand, a fighter could both slash
and stab at an enemy with deadly
effect. His other hand was free to
carry a shield or hold the reins of
his horse.
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* The spear ends were
sharpened wood that had
been hardened in a fir.

* The Aztecs would try to
getin close to the enemy
and thrust the spears at
unprotected areas, such
as the eyes and throat

Atiatl (Spearthrower)

« Anatiatl was a piece of
Jointed wood that allowed
an Adtec soldier to throw a
short spear great dis-
tances, with much more
force than using his arm
alone.

« The Aztecs also had bows.
and arrows, and slings.

Halberd

* Ahalberd was over two metres
long and had a spear blade, an
axe point, and a hook.

Crossbow

* Acrossbow could shoot a wooden
arrow with such force that it could
penetrate even the thickest
armour.
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FIGURE 10-12 Astec spear

FIGURE 10-13 A halberd

FIGURE 10-14 An atiatl

FIGURE 10-15 A crossbow
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	Weapons Unknown
The Spanish also brought with them a kind of weapon that took the Aztecs completely by surprise: 
After he got news of the Spanish landing, Moctezuma sent ambassadors to their camp to find out what they wanted. Cortes ordered his men to _______________________________ as intimidation.

	The Horse as a Weapon
The next military advantage the Spanish had over the Aztecs was the _________________ they brought with them. Because the Aztecs and other Indigenous people had never seen horses, Cortés was able to use the animals to his advantage. Their size, power, and speed fascinated the Aztecs. 
The Aztecs on foot could not compete. 

	The Role of Disease

In the conflict between the Spanish and the Aztecs, _______________ gave the Spanish an advantage. At a critical point, ___________________ broke out in Tenochtitlan, killing vast numbers of Aztecs and weakening their ability to fight. European explorers and traders brought smallpox, measles, and other disease to the Americas. 

	Invasion
How did the worldviews of the Spanish and Aztecs influence the strategies they used against one another?

	Epidemic
	

	Intermediary
	

	Mayan
	

	Nahuatl
	

	House Arrest
	

	Spanish Strategy
After establishing his colony on the coast, Cortés decided that it was time to march to the heart of the Aztec empire, Tenochtitlan. On the way, he encountered a number of indigenous people. Before Cortes could proceed, he needed to either befriend or conquer these people. 

	Intermediary
Cortes eventually met a slave named ______________________. She was a young woman from an noble indigenous family, but sold into slavery when her father died. She, more than anyone else;

Cortes needed someone to act as in intermediary between him and Moctezuma. Malinche could speak Nahuatl (language of the Aztecs) and eventually learned Spanish.


	The March to Tenochtitlan
Cortes continued his march to Tenochtitlan and met different groups along the way. Each group responded differently to Cortes, which meant he had to constantly adapt his strategy.
The Totanacs  – 
The Tlaxcalans (tlahsh-CALL-lahns) – 
The Cholulans (choh-LOO-lahns) - 


	Aztec Strategy
As the Spanish drew closer and closer to Tenochtitlan:
Eventually Moctezuma:

· 

	The Battle of Tenochtitlan
Cortes and his forces were taken to live in the palace of Moctezuma’s late father. Then the Aztecs showed them the glories of their city. The Spanish were particularly amazed by their market. They saw more evidence of the golden treasures of the Aztecs. This wealth and the desire to lead this mighty society finally caused Cortes to attack. 
Cortés had Moctezuma speak to his people to calm them, but they threw stones at their emperor. Shortly after this, ____________________________________ either as a result of these injuries or by being strangled by the Spanish. 
By the time Cortes returned and attacked Tenochtitlan with a stronger force about six months later, the _______________________ had killed off 25 percent of the Aztec population. The Spanish cut the _______________ to the city and after a siege of about 80 days the __________________________. Only 60,000 Aztecs survived the city, which lay in ruins around them. 
In its place, Cortes would lay the foundation for another Spanish colony. 


	The Aztecs fought hard to protect their civilization, but the Spanish had three advantages the Aztecs could not overcome.



