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Chapter 8: For the Good of the People
Essential Question: How does a society’s way of looking at the world influence its 
customs, choices, and decisions?
The Big Idea:  Aztec society was organized like a pyramid, with a broad base and narrow top. Every Aztec citizen had a clearly defined role within society, with certain duties they were expected to perform. Every citizen was expected to work hard and contribute to the empire in some meaningful way. 
	The Aztec Social Hierarchy
How did the structure of the Aztec society tell us what was important to the Aztec people?

	Hierarchy
	

	Ocelot
	

	Calpolli
	

	Artisans
	

	Quetzal
	

	The Aztec Social Hierarchy
[image: image1.png]Emperor: The leader came
from the nobles, but once he
‘assumed office, he was ina
class by himself. His role was.
ot hereditary; a council of

nobles decided who would be
Nobles: Only about 10-15 Nobility and Priests the next leader by a vote.

percentof the popuiation
belonged to the nobility,
but they held most of the
poltical power and wealt
Prietscame fomthe
rarks fthe nobles.
sl Farmers, Fishers, Women | & conmoners: Amone
ofcial, and tachers who was not a noble
belonged tohe
commoner clas.

Merchants, Artisans, Soldiers






	The Aztec Social Hierarchy
There are two main classes: 
One’s class was determined by the family they were ___________________. Although people were able to ____________________________________________________________. 
Each class has subdivisions with some having more wealth and power than others.

	The Emperor
At the top of the hierarchy was the emperor. His title was ________________ (way tlah-toe-AH-nee) which means “________________________”. Their emperor was treated as a god. 
The Aztecs showed him respect by:
Servants:
·  

Yet the emperor also had enormous responsibilities. 
·  
The emperor had to be a skilled ________________ himself, and also know __________________________, and how to lead others.

· 
Before the emperor would make an important decision, he would call upon his council (priests and nobles) to ask their advice. However, the emperor always made the _____________________________.
The good of the entire empire rested on the emperor’s shoulders. 



	Family Clans
Aztec society was composed into units called _________________. Members of the calpolli lived in the same neighborhoods and went to the same temple.  The Calpolli owned the land where its members lived and farmed. Each calpolli elected a captain and a council. 
The council:
Electing their council gave citizens a small amount of political power. 
Calpolli Citizens
_______________________:
Merchants paid taxes on the goods they sold in the Tenochtitlan markets and this gave the emperor money to enrich the Aztec state.
________________________: 
There was constant demand for fashionable clothing and works of art. This kept Aztec artisans (craftsman, mask makers, feather workers) very busy. 
Beautiful creations of the ______________________________ were the most valued items in large, wealthy Aztec society. Tropical birds with bright feathers were captured and held in captivity. 
The most prized feathers were from the __________________ bird. These feathers were associated with the gods. Aztecs could also collect feathers as a _________________ from those that they conquered. 
________________________: 
·  

For the Aztecs, paying taxes was the most important responsibility of citizenship. Farmers gave up their profits on what they sold to the emperor. 
They grew crops not just to make money, but also to help the state survive.


	Tlatelolco Market
The largest market in the Aztec Empire and one of the largest in the world was held daily in Tlatelolco.
Consider: Today a shopping mall or a farmers’ market is the closest many people will ever get to experiencing a market like one found in an Aztec city. Think about the largest shopping mall or farmers’ market you have ever been to. Compare it with the Tlatelolco Market. (Page 176 - You may have to take a good guess to fill in some of the boxes.) 
The Tlatelolco Market
Shopping Mall/ Farmers’ Market
Location
Visitors per day
Goods sold
Social activities
Policing


	What are the factors that determine social status in Lethbridge? Look at the list of keywords below and rank them in order of importance according to status. Which ones do you think determine social status the most? The least? Why do you think so? 


 Marital status


 Education


 Religion


 Appearance


 Job Skills


 Wealth


 Gender



 Age



 Location



	Signs of Status
In Aztec society, the three most common ways of identifying status in society was through:
· 

	Moving up in Society
The main way to move up in Aztec society was by: ______________________________________.

A warrior who took __________ enemies prisoner became eligible for membership in a higher social status.


	Aztec Education
How are a society’s _______________________________ and its educational system related?

	Glyphs
	

	Calmecac
	

	Telpochcalli
	

	Conscription
	

	Aztec Education
Aztec children were educated at home until they went to school. Estimates say that Aztec children began school between the ages of 10-15.
Children were expected to do ____________________ and be _________________; if not they were harshly punished. The aim of this discipline was to turn them into citizens with “___________________________________________”


	Schools for Nobles

The calmecac was located in neighborhoods where nobles lived; it was often attached to a temple. Students studied ____________________ to learn about their society. ____________________________ was an important part of their education. 


	Reading and Writing
All Aztecs based their higher education on the ability to read and write. They wrote using a system of pictures called ________________ instead of letters. 

Only nobles learned how to read and write. Commoners had instruction through ____________________.


	Military Training
All boys trained as warriors to defend the Aztec state. Once he knew how to fight, a boy would serve as a ______________________________and follow the army to learn how warriors conducted themselves in battle.  At 15, they would become an active warrior.
The most prestigious military orders were the:


	Educating Aztec Women
The Aztecs believed women needed proper education. 
At age 16 most Aztec women got ____________ and lived with their husbands. In some cases, women had important jobs such as doctors in the military because of their knowledge of _______________________. Women could also be matchmakers bringing young people together for marriage, or they could serve as midwives.


	Contributing to Society
How can a society promote good __________________________?

	Retributive Justice
	

	Restorative Justice
	

	Upward Mobility
	

	Aztec Citizenship
Aztec society was focused on ______________________________________________________________________.
Lessons in good citizenship were part of the Aztec children’s education. 

	

Virtues of the Ideal Aztec Citizen

Courage

Self-sacrifice

Modesty

Clean Living

Obedience



	Laws and Law Making

The Aztec people had their rights protected by a system of ______________________. The legal system was a powerful tool in maintaining order in their society. 
This illustration shows who is the head of the legal system, below are the judges of the high court.  If someone was not satisfied with the verdict from a lower court, he could:
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	Sentences and Slaves
The Aztecs had their judges hand down sentences after they reached their decisions. 
For lesser crimes, the guilty person was ________________________________________________. The Aztecs did not have prisons, so punishment for serious crimes including theft, was often ____________________. 
The Aztecs realized slaves performed necessary work. Therefore, they protected their rights. 
If a slave sold in the marketplace _____________________________________________________ – a distance about one and a half km – they would immediately win _____________________.  
It is important to remember that the Aztecs did not look at slavery as something ________________________. 
It was not shameful to be a slave, it was just a matter of bad luck. Once they ________________________ they could take their place in society again. Children born to slaves were __________________. 


